INSTRUCTIONS FOR WRITING LAB REPORTS

 6th Grade Science:  Ms. Bono/Mr. Karp/ Mr. Kowalik/Mrs. Pokorny

1. [image: image1.wmf]The TOPIC of the lab is the same as the title.
2. The PROBLEM of the lab is the question you want to answer.  
3. The PURPOSE of the lab, the main idea of the lab, or what you want to accomplish.

4. The HYPOTHESIS.  Phrase it as an IF….THEN statement.  

     Hypothesis Recipe:  If (variable + action), then (prediction about the dependent variable).
5. List of MATERIALS:  What “ingredients” and lab equipment did we use?
6. The VARIABLE:  the one condition the experimenter sets up differently or changes to test the hypothesis.

7. The DEPENDENT VARIABLE:  What are you measuring?  The dependent variable is the effect of the variable.  The dependent variable is not a prediction.
8. The CONSTANTS:  the conditions that the experimenter keeps the same throughout the lab in order to keep the experiment fair.
9. PROCEDURE: What steps were required to carry out the lab?
10. DATA section:  Include all OBSERVATIONS:  including written observations, data tables, drawings, charts, graphs, etc.

11. CALCULATIONS:  a sample of any mathematical computations done during the lab if necessary.

12. CONCLUSION:  This is the most important part of the lab and will count the most.  Please use the following outline when writing your conclusion.  
1.  Did the data and observations support the hypothesis? You will choose and write ONE of the following: (Do not write the hypothesis was correct or wrong.)
· The hypothesis was supported by the data and observations.

· The hypothesis was not supported by the data and observations.

· The hypothesis was partially supported by the data and observations.

2.
Answer the problem question.

3.
Use measurable data and observations (evidence) to prove the answer to the problem question.  Provide lab evidence (numbers) from the data and observations to prove the answer to the problem question.

4 & 5.  Connect your knowledge gained from the lab with class notes, handouts and/or research to explain why these results occurred.  Most labs will have a list of conclusion questions for both sections 4 and 5.  If so, work the answers to these questions into paragraphs.  Do not have a conclusion that is just a list of answers.

PROOFREAD YOUR WORK AND FIX SPELLING,CAPITALIZATION AND PUNCTUATION ERRORS!
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